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M r .  James W .  Fester 
Associate D i  rec to r  
Department o f  Envi ronmental Management 
A i r ,  Sol i d  Waste & Hazardous Materials 
291 Promenade S t .  . - 
Providence. R I  02908 

NOV 0 2 1995 

Subj: CLOSURE OF TANK FARM 4 UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS. NAVAL EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING CENTER, NEWPORT 

Dear Mr. Fester: 

I am w r i  t ~ n g  t o  inform you o f  actions recent ly taken which a f f e c t  the schedule 
f o r  c los lng eleven 2.5 m-i 11 ion  gal lon underground storage tanks a t  the Naval 
Education and Training Center. 

The Navy has been using Defense Environmental Restoration Account (DERA) 
funding t o  carry ing out various cleanup and closure act ion a t  NETC, i n c l u d ~ n g  
the  McAll i s te r  Point Landfi 11 . North Melvi 11 e Landfi 11 . Tank Farm 4, and Tank 
Farm 5. Work a t  Tank Farms 4 and 5 has been coordinated among the Divisions 
o f  Waste Management (UST closure issues) and S i t e  Remediation (both LUST and 
CERCLA sec t i  ons ) . 

Recent overruns have occurred on the two l a n d f i l l  pro jects  which were not 
an t i  c i  pated i n our budgeti ng . I n  addi ti on. Congress has not ye t  appropri ated 
DEW funding f o r  Fiscal  Year 96, wh~ch began 1 October, and we an t i c ipa te  
s i g n i f i c a n t  cuts when i t  i s  appropr~ated. Consequently. we have been forced 
t o  suspend some work a t  Tank Farm 4 i n  order t o  provide a d d i t ~ o n a l  fundlng t o  
cover t he  overruns. 

Due t o  uncertainties i n  our DERA budget, we cannot provide a firm schedule f o r  
resuming work a t  Tank Farm 4 a t  t h i s  time. However, we expect the fund~ng 
p i c tu re  t o  be clearer w i t h i n  the next few weeks. A t  t h a t  t ime, we w1 11 
provide a schedule f o r  accomplishing add1 ti onal work a t  Tank Farm 4.  

Let me rea f f i rm  the  Navy's commitment t o  completing closure actions a t  Tank 
Farm 4 I n  as expeditious a manner as possible. This commitment i s  re f lec ted  
i n  the  recent ly  completed closure o f  Tank Farm 5 a t  a cost o f  more than 
$9,000,000, and the ongoing work a t  the l a n d f i l l s ,  which t o t a l s  near ly 
$l5.OOO. 000. 



We look forward t o  continuing our good working relat ionship w i th  the DEM i n  
p r i o r i t i z i n g  the remaining e f fo r t s  i n  1 i ght o f  our decreasing budget. 

S i  ncerely , 

Head, Envi ronmehtal Department 
By d i rect ion o f  the 
Commandi ng O f f i  cer 

Copy t o :  
NETC Newport 
NAVFACENGCOM (Code 42) , A1 exandri a ,  VA 


